
ROOTS OF 
CHARACTER 

ROOT AREA 1 

OVERCOMING PRIDE 



The Root Problem of 
the World 

 Mans basic nature is in 
rebellion against God 

 His natural inclination is to 
rule over his own life: 

 Heap up treasure for himself 

 Glory in his own strength 
and ability and trust his own 
wisdom. 

 Left to himself, he is foolish, 
self-centered and proud. 

 This is the basic root of all of 
Man’s problems 



A Biblical definition of 

Pride 

 Proverbs 6:16,17 

 Psalm 101:5 

 Proverbs 16:5 

 Proverbs 8:13 

 James 4:6 

 1Samuel 15:23  

 Rebellion= 

 Stubbornness= 

 Write out Proverbs 16: 18,19 

 What are the 3 root sins of 

the world? (1 John 2:16) 

 



What are some of the 

results of Pride? 

 

 Proverbs 16:18 

 Proverbs 11:2 

 Proverbs 13:10 

 Proverbs 29:23 

 Psalm 138:6 

 1 Corinthians 3:18 

 Phillipians 2:3 

 Study Jeremiah 17:5-8 , 9-11 



Transformed by the 
renewing of your mind 

PRIDE versus HUMILITY 

Freedom is doing what you 

want 

Freedom is doing what God 

wants ( 1Jn 2:18; Jn 8:32 

Power = Success Powerlessness = Success 

Putting others down elevates 

you 

Building others up elevates 

you Eph 4:29 

Telling others of your great 

deeds will gain respect 

Serving others is a sign of 

strength (Mt 3:11) 

Exalt yourself and you’ll be 

great 

Glorifying God and telling of 

His great acts will bring 

respect (Ps 96: 2-10 

Humble yourself and God will 

exalt you ( 1 Pet 5: 5,6) 

 Overcoming Pride 



The spirit of anti-christ 

The spirit of anti-christ is any 
rejection of ,or rebellion against a 
divinely established authority or 
representative of that authority 

Who is [such a] liar as he who denies that Jesus 
is the Christ (the Messiah)? He is the antichrist 
(the antagonist of Christ), who [ habitually] 
denies and refuses to acknowledge the Father 
and the Son.  
23 No one who [ habitually] denies (disowns) the 
Son even has the Father. Whoever confesses 
(acknowledges and has) the Son has the Father 
also. 1 John 2:22-23 (AMP) 



6 Characteristics of the 
Antichrist Spirit 
 
 Pride in appearance, 

position or ability 

 An ambitious spirit or a lust 
for power 

 A greater concern over 
temporal things than 
eternal things 

 An independent spirit, a 
disregard for authority or 
law 

 Rebellion or resistance 
against authority 

 A deceived nature 



5 Characteristics of the 
independent spirit 
 
 A tendency towards 

materialism and the love of 
money 

 Lack of a meaningful prayer 
life 

 No desire to read or study 
God’s word 

 An inability to develop 
meaningful friendships 

 No real commitment to God 
or the church 



The purposes of authority  

1. To protect us and to cover us 
 To protect us while we are maturing and 

developing against pressures and 
temptations  and problems we are not 
prepared to handle 

2. To help us develop character 
 To help us develop the inward strength 

we will need in life to resist many 
outward pressures 

3. To give us guidance and wisdom 
 When young, we need the wisdom and 

counsel of those who have experienced 
life situations and have learned how to 
respond. 



4 Basic structures of God’s 
delegated authority 

GOVERNMENT 

CHURCH 

EMPLOYER 

1 Thess. 5:: 12,13 

Heb. 13:17 

1 Tim 5: 17,18 

1 Pet 2: 13, 14 

Rom 13: 1-7 

Col 3: 22-24 

1 Pet 2: 18 

1 Tim 6: 12 







Christ versus Antichrist 

Jesus Christ 

 Spirit of 
Humility 

 Spirit of 
Obedience 

 Spirit of 
Submission 

 Spirit of 
Lowliness 

 Spirit of 
Meekness 

Phil 2:3-11 

Anti Christ 

• Spirit of Pride 

 

• Spirit of 
Lawlessness 

• Spirit of 
Rebellion 

• Spirit of 
Conceit 

• Spirit of 
Selfishness 

Isa 14:12-19 



STEPS TO ACTION 

How to Overcome Pride 

 Commit yourself to Jesus 
Christ as the Lord and 
Master of every area of 
your life. 
 

 Learn to submit yourself to 
every authority which 
God has placed in your life. 

 

 Change your sinful 
behavior 
 

 Begin serving others 



Submitting to Authority 

 Draw up a chart showing 
the authorities that God has 
placed over your life 

 List these authorities in 
order of priorities 

 Ask God to rightfully 
arrange these priorities that 
you have the right priorities 

 Remove those priorities 
that are a hindrance in your 
life – Cut them off. 



To Do 

 Write down your response 
to this teaching concerning 
Character 

 Determine what response 
you will take 

 This should be something 
that you must apply to your 
life firstly 


