
ROOTS OF 
CHARACTER 

 

Session 2 

Principles of Character 



What is Grace? 

The God-
given 
DESIRE 
and 
ABILITY to 
accomplish 
God’s will 



Rom 12:2 AV 

And be not conformed to 
this world: but be ye 
transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that 
ye may prove what is that 
good, and acceptable, and 
perfect, will of God.  

(Ro 12:2  AV) 



Rom 12:2  Philips 

 Don’t let the world around 
you squeeze you into its 
own mould, but let God 
re-make you so that your 
whole attitude of mind 
is changed . Thus you will 
prove in practice that the 
will of God is good, 
acceptable to him and 
perfect. (Ro 12:2 – Philips) 

 



Rom 12:2  - Wendell 
Smith 

 Don’t let the world around 
you squeeze you into its 
own mold, but let God 
remold your minds 
from within, so that you 
may prove in practice that 
the plan of God for you is 
good, meets all His 
demands and moves 
towards the goal of true 
maturity.”  (Wendell Smith) 

 



Heb 12:15 Philips 

 Be carefull that none of you 
fails to respond to grace 
of God, for if he does there 
can spring up in him a 
bitter spirit which can 
poison the lives of many 
others.”(Heb 12:15  philips) 



Being must 
precede Doing 

An apple tree will 
bear……………………………… 
A walnut tree will 
bear……………………………….. 
A …………………… tree will bear 
oranges 
A …………………… tree will bear 
figs 

A tree 
in 
known 
by it’s 
FRUIT 



Scripture Reading 

 Matthew 5: 1-11 (read the 
rest of the chapter in your 
own time) 

 Our attitudes determine our 
actions 

 The summery of the sermon 
on the mount deals with 
attitudes to be and not so 
much things to do. 



Means the world uses Means God uses 

Media-TV, Radio, 

Newspapers, Magazines, 

Books 

Word of God-Teaching, 

reproof, correction, training 

in righteousness 

Fashions- clothes, fads, 

styles 
Prayer & Worship-Into His 

image 

Adornments-Make-up, 

jewelry 
Fellowship-Iron sharpens 

iron 

Money-Business, success, 

stocks 
Trials-Fire of God 

Materialism-Possessions, 

houses, lands 
Counsel-Wisdom 

Prestige-Position, power, 

fame 
Authority-Covering, rough 

edges 

Food-Brands, delicacy Holy Spirit-Quickening, 

supernatural 

Ye have heard that 

it was said……. 

But I say unto 

you……. 

Conform Transform 

The basic appeal is 
external 

The basic appeal is 
internal 



SCRIPTURE ACTION MEANING OPPOSITE 

Root Problem 

Blessed are the (those 
who are) POOR IN 
SPIRIT MT 5:3 

A  HUMBLE 
ATTITUDE 

SUBMISSIVE, OBEDIENCE, 
TRUST AND DEPENDENCE 
UPON GOD 

PRIDE 

Blessed are the (those 
who are) MEEK   5:5 

A TRUSTING 
ATTITUDE 

YIELDING TO THE DESIRES 
OF OTHERS AND NOT 
STRIVING FOR POSITION 
OR POSSESSION  

ANGER 

Blessed are the (those 
who are) MERCIFUL   
5:7 

A FORGIVING 
ATTITUDE 

HAVING MERCY TOWARDS 
OTHERS AND THEIR 
OFFENSES 

BITTERNESS 

Blessed are the (those 
who are) PURE IN 
HEART   5: 8 

A MORALLY 
PURE 

ATTITUDE  

VIRTUE AND HOLINESS OF 
THOUGHTS AND DESIRES 

MORAL 
IMPURITY 

Blessed are the (those 
who are) 
PEACEMAKERS   5:9 

A CLEAR 
CONSCIENCE 

PEACE OF MIND BEFORE 
GOD AND MAN 

GUILT 

SCRIPTURE ACTION MEANING OPPOSITE 

Blessed are those who 
HUNGER AND 
THIRST AFTER 
RIGHTEOUSNESS  
Mt  5:6 

SEEKING 
GOD 

GETTING TO KNOW GOD 
THRU HIS WORD 

APATHY 

Blessed are those who 
MOURN  Mt 5:4 

SENSITIVE 
TO GOD 

POURING YOUR HEART TO 
GOD IN PRAYER 

ANXIETY 

Blessed are those who 
get PERSECUTED 
FOR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS  
SAKE  Mt 5:10,11 

LIVING FOR 
GOD 

BEING A LIFE WITNESS OF 
THE REALITY OF JESUS 
CHRIST 

FEAR 
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Root Problems in the Be-Attitudes 

Matthew 5:1-12 



The “Old Man” 
The truth is in Jesus: “that ye put off concerning 
the former conversation the old man, which is 
corrupt according to the deceitful lusts” 

What is the “Old Man” ? 
The nature of man with which he is born, that 
has the tendency, to sin, selfishness, pride, 
rebellion against God and His laws. 

Where did the “Old Man” originate? 
Gen 2: 15-17 ; Gen 3: 1-8 
Eph. 4: 17-22;  Col 3: 5-9 

Some evidences of the “Old Man” 
Adultery Rivalry Stealing 

Sexual Immorality Selfishness Lying 

Impurity of mind Drunkenness Conceit 

Sensuality Envy Deceit 

Worship of Idols Party Spirit Greed 

Witchcraft Arguing Cheating 

Hatred Orgies Rebellion 

Jealousy Lust Laziness 

Bad Temper Homosexuality Gossip 

Anger Sexual Perversion Coveting 

Strife Murder Boasting 

Fear Scoffing Doubt 



How can I get rid of the “Old Man” 

We know that our old (unrenewed) self was 
nailed to the cross with Him in order that [our] 
body [which is the instrument] of sin might 
be made ineffective and inactive for evil, that 
we might no longer be the slaves of sin. 
Romans 6:6 (AMP) 

There are 3 Basic steps to getting 
rid of the “Old Man” 

1 Put off the “Old Man” 

Strip yourselves of your former nature [put 
off and discard your old unrenewed self] which 
characterized your previous manner of life and 
becomes corrupt through lusts and desires that 
spring from delusion;  Eph 4:22 (AMP) 

8 But now put away and rid yourselves 
[completely] of all these things: anger, rage, 
bad feeling toward others, curses and 
slander, and foulmouthed abuse and 
shameful utterances from your lips!  
9 Do not lie to one another, for you have 
stripped off the old (unregenerate) self with 
its evil practices, Col 3:8-9 (AMP) 



2 Be Renewed in your Mind 

And be constantly renewed in the spirit of 
your mind [having a fresh mental and 
spiritual attitude], Eph 4:23 (AMP) 

Do not be conformed to this world (this age), 
[fashioned after and adapted to its external, 
superficial customs], but be transformed 
(changed) by the [entire] renewal of your mind 
[by its new ideals and its new attitude], so that 
you may prove [for yourselves] what is the good 
and acceptable and perfect will of God, even the 
thing which is good and acceptable and perfect 
[in His sight for you]. Romans 12:2 (AMP) 

3 Put on the “New Man” 

But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil 
the lusts thereof. Romans 13:14 (ASV) 

and put on the new man, that after God 
hath been created in righteousness and holiness 
of truth. Eph 4:24 (ASV) 

and have put on the new man, that is being 
renewed unto knowledge after the image of him 
that created him: Col 3:10 (ASV) 



The “New Man” 
The truth is in Jesus: “that ye put off concerning 
the former conversation the old man, which is 
corrupt according to the deceitful lusts” 

What is the “New Man” ? 
It is the New Nature imparted to 
man when he is born again. A divine 
nature of love, righteousness and 
submission to God. 

Where did the “New Man” originate ? 
2 Cor 5:17; Rom 6: 3-11; Gal 3:27 

Some evidences of the “New Man” 

Love Godliness Purity 

Joy Brotherly kindness Mercy 

Peace Diligence Contentment 

Patience Compassion Courage 

Gentleness Wisdom Loyalty 

Goodness Understanding Edifying words 

Meekness Obedience Honesty 

Faith Trust Integrity 

Temperance Kindness Generosity 

Virtue Righteousness 

Knowledge Holiness 



Manifestations of the “New Man” 

1 The achieving of true SELF-ESTEEM 

Our attitude towards our self , which makes 
up our self-image, is produced by people, 
experiences, our natural abilities and 
appearance. 
Depending on the success or failure of these 
relationships, and the attitude we develop 
towards the way we are, we will either become 
stable, reject our self or become overly 
concerned with our self resulting in pride and 
conceit, etc. 

The following relationships and areas of 
our life affect our sense of self-esteem 
and our self-image: 

Family Abilities 

Appearance Achievements 

Parents Past experiences 

Peers Money 

God does not want our attitude towards our self 
to be wrong or out of proportion in any way. 
It is only through becoming a “New Man” in 
Jesus Christ and seeing our self in the light of 
Scripture that true Self-Worth can be achieved 





Steps to achieving true Christian 
Self-Esteem 
God created every man and women and it is 
only by total commitment to the Creator’s 
design and universal principles that each man 
and women can come to know complete 
fulfillment in life. 

A) You must be “Born Again” 
 Therefore if any person is [ingrafted] in Christ 

(the Messiah) he is a new creation (a new 
creature altogether); the old [previous moral and 
spiritual condition] has passed away. Behold, the 
fresh and new has come! 2 Cor 5:17 (AMP) 

B) You must believe the Word of God 
 for with the heart man believeth unto 

righteousness; and with the mouth confession 
is made unto salvation. Romans 10:10 (ASV) 

 13 Brethren, I could not myself yet to have laid 
hold: but one thing I do, forgetting the things 
which are behind, and stretching forward to the 
things which are before, 14 I press on toward the 
goal unto the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus. Phil 3:13-14 (ASV) 

C) You must live in obedience to the Word  
 Seeing ye have purified your souls in your 

obedience to the truth unto unfeigned love of the 
brethren, love one another from the heart 
fervently: 1 Peter 1:22 (ASV) 

 
 

 

 



2 The developing of powerful, godly habits 

21 if so be that ye heard him, and 
were taught in him, even as truth is 
in Jesus: 22 that ye put away, as 
concerning your former manner of 
life, the old man, that waxeth 
corrupt after the lusts of deceit; 
23 and that ye be renewed in the 
spirit of your mind, 24 and put on 
the new man, that after God hath 
been created in righteousness and 
holiness of truth. Eph 4:21-24 (ASV) 

In the following sessions we will discuss each 
basic root problem area, giving clear action 
steps to overcome the basic problem 
A key principle in scripture in “overcoming evil” is 
overcoming it “with good” (Rom 12:21) 
But I say, walk by the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the 
lust of the flesh. Gal 5:16 (ASV) 
But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not 
provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof. 
Romans 13:14 (ASV) 
neither present your members unto sin as instruments 
of unrighteousness; but present yourselves unto God, as 
alive from the dead, and your members as instruments 
of righteousness unto God. Romans 6:13 (ASV) 
For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus made 
me free from the law of sin and of death. Romans 8:2 
(ASV) 
 

 



Even so ought husbands also to love their own 
wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his own 
wife loveth himself: Eph 5:28 (ASV) 
for no man ever hated his own flesh; but 
nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as Christ also 
the church; Eph 5:29 (ASV) 
 and he brought us out from thence, that he 
might bring us in, to give us the land which he 
sware unto our fathers. Deut 6:23 (ASV) 
The night is far spent, and the day is at hand: let 
us therefore cast off the works of darkness, 
and let us put on the armor of light. Romans 13:12  
 8 but now do ye also put them all away: anger, 
wrath, malice, railing, shameful speaking out of your 
mouth: 9 lie not one to another; seeing that ye have 
put off the old man with his doings, 10 and have 
put on the new man, that is being renewed unto 
knowledge after the image of him that created him: 
11 where there cannot be Greek and Jew, 
circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, 
Scythian, bondman, freeman; but Christ is all, and 
in all. 12 Put on therefore, as God's elect, holy 
and beloved, a heart of compassion, kindness, 
lowliness, meekness, longsuffering; 13 forbearing 
one another, and forgiving each other, if any man 
have a complaint against any; even as the Lord 
forgave you, so also do ye: 14 and above all these 
things put on love, which is the bond of perfectness. 
Col 3:8-14 (ASV) 



3 The transforming of the mind 

Do not be conformed to this world (this age), 
[fashioned after and adapted to its external, 
superficial customs], but be transformed (changed) 
by the [entire] renewal of your mind [by its new 
ideals and its new attitude], so that you may prove 
[for yourselves] what is the good and acceptable 
and perfect will of God, even the thing which is 
good and acceptable and perfect [in His sight for 
you]. Romans 12:2 (AMP) 
 

And be constantly renewed in the spirit of your 
mind [having a fresh mental and spiritual attitude],  
Eph 4:23 (AMP) 
Have this mind in you, which was also in Christ 
Jesus: Phil 2:5 (ASV) 
SO, SINCE Christ suffered in the flesh for us, for 
you, arm yourselves with the same thought and 
purpose [patiently to suffer rather than fail to please 
God]. For whoever has suffered in the flesh [having 
the mind of Christ] is done with [intentional] 
sin [has stopped pleasing himself and the world, 
and pleases God], 1 Peter 4:1 (AMP) 
If a person can renew his mind and thought 
patterns, he can influence and control his 
actions, his habits and his ultimate destiny 
Sow a thought, reap an act 
Sow an act, reap a habit 
Sow a habit, reap a character 
Sow a character, reap a destiny 
 




