
Introduction  

& Session one 

ROOTS OF 
CHARACTER 



What can you expect to learn? 

• How character is formed 

• Principles of character 

– The Be-Attitudes 

– God’s design for the New Man 

• The roots of Character 

– Developing a humble attitude 

– Developing a trusting attitude 

– Developing a forgiving attitude 

– Developing a pure attitude 

– Developing a clear conscience 

The fruit of Character 

 Developing righteousness 

 Developing peace 

 Developing joy 

The tree of life: Righteousness  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FRUIT 
 

“Love” 

GIFT 
 

“Power” 

BALANCE 
 

“Sound Mind” 

 For God did not give us a spirit of timidity (of cowardice, of 

craven and cringing and fawning fear), but [He has given us 

a spirit] of power and of love and of calm and well-balanced 

mind and discipline and self-control. 2 Tim 1:7 (AMP) 

 



THE TREE OF YOUR LIFE 

ACTIONS 

CHARACTER 

ATTITUDES 

The leaves 

and fruit of the 

tree represent 

the results of 

a man’s life or 

his actions 

 

The trunk of the 

tree represents 

a man’s 

character 

 

The roots of 

the tree 

represent the 

basic attitudes 

of man’s life 

 



BIBLE SEARCH ON THE TREE 

 (for the tree of the field is man's life) Deut 20:19 
(KJV) 

 And he shall be like a tree firmly planted [and 
tended] by the streams of water, ready to bring 
forth its fruit in its season; its leaf also shall not 
fade or wither; and everything he does shall 
prosper [and come to maturity].[ Psalms 1:3 
(AMP) 

 But I am like a green olive tree in the house of 
God; I trust in and confidently rely on the loving-
kindness and the mercy of God forever and ever.  
Psalms 52:8 (AMP) 

 12 The righteous shall flourish like the palm-
tree (quick growth): He shall grow like a cedar 
(slow growth) in Lebanon. 13 They are planted in 
the house of Jehovah; They shall flourish in the 
courts of our God. 14 They shall still bring forth 
fruit in old age; They shall be full of sap and 
green: Psalms 92:12-14 (ASV) 

 

 

 

 



BIBLE SEARCH CONTINUES 

 The fruit of the [uncompromisingly] righteous is 
a tree of life, and he who is wise captures human 
lives [for God, as a fisher of men—he gathers and 
receives them for eternity]. Prov 11:30 (AMP) 

 A man shall not be established by wickedness, 
but the root of the [uncompromisingly] righteous 
shall never be moved. Prov 12:3 (AMP) 

 Like an apple tree among the trees of the wood, 
so is my beloved [shepherd] among the sons 
[cried the girl]! Under his shadow I delighted to 
sit, and his fruit was sweet to my taste. Song 2:3 
(AMP) 

 What does God desire to call those in Zion 
according to  Isaiah 61:3? 

 “that they might be called trees of 
righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that 
he might be glorified.” Isaiah 61:3 (KJV) 

 

 

 



BIBLE SEARCH CONTINUES 

 [Most] blessed is the man who believes in, 
trusts in, and relies on the Lord, and whose 
hope and confidence the Lord is. 8 For he 
shall be like a tree planted by the waters that 
spreads out its roots by the river; and it shall 
not see and fear when heat comes; but its leaf 
shall be green. It shall not be anxious and full 
of care in the year of drought, nor shall it 
cease yielding fruit. Jer 17:7-8 (AMP) 

 To what other scripture does this sound 
familiar?  

 Psalm 92: 12-14 & Psalm 1 

 Jesus warns us about false prophets using the 
tree as an analogy. Lets read Matt: 7:15-20 

 By what will you be able to recognize false 
prophets? 

 What happens to trees that does not produce 
good fruit? 

 

 

 



BIBLE SEARCH CONTINUES 

•In Revelation chapter 11 verses 3 & 4, to 
whom does God give power for a special time? 
•My two witnesses  
•What does He call them in verse 4? 
•The two olive trees 
•The two Candlesticks 
 
•In all these scriptures it 
is clearly seen that God 
uses the natural symbol 
of the tree to give us 
insight into the life of 
men. 
•As we study the roots of 
character in this time 
together, may God reveal 
the beauty of His creation 
and His purposes to you 
as a tree planted by the 
Lord 
 



Session One 

How Character is 

Formed 



1 HOW IS CHARACTER 

FORMED? 

 What is the definition of character? 

 Webster’s Dictionary “Moral excellence and 
firmness” 

 Other: “The inner life of a man that will 
precisely reflect either the traits of the lower 
(sin) nature being influenced by the world, or 
the traits of the higher (divine) nature being 
influenced by the Word of God.” 

 What are some of the scriptural synonyms for 
“character” ? 

 Divine nature 

 New man 

 Inner man 

 Spirit 

 Heart 

 Image of God (Christ) 

 

 



2 GOD WANTS TO FORM HIS 
“CHARACTER” WITHIN US  

 For whom he did foreknow, he also did 
predestinate to be conformed to the image of his 
Son, that he might be the firstborn among many 
brethren. Romans 8:29 (KJV) 

 And be not fashioned according to this world: but 
be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
and ye may prove what is the good and 
acceptable and perfect will of God. Romans 12:2 
(ASV) 

 My little children, for whom I am again suffering 
birth pangs until Christ is completely and 
permanently formed (molded) within you,  
Gal 4:19 (AMP) 

 By means of these He has bestowed on us His 
precious and exceedingly great promises, so that 
through them you may escape [by flight] from 
the moral decay (rottenness and corruption) that 
is in the world because of covetousness (lust and 
greed), and become sharers (partakers) of the 
divine nature. 2 Peter 1:4 (AMP) 

 

 



CONTINUES 

 We can see from these scriptures that 
God wants to develop in us the 
CHARACTER OF CHRIST. 

 This is the WILL of GOD, that we 
become like Christ or Christ like. 

 There is however, only one way we can 
become like Jesus Christ, and that is if 
GOD HELP US. 

 If we try and become like Christ in our 
own strength we will simply be putting 
ourselves under the  OLD COVENANT 
and thereby be under the demands of 
the LAW. 



3 HOW DOES GOD FORM HIS 
CHARACTER IN US? 

 We find that since Jesus came, He gave man 
the opportunity of entering a NEW 
COVENANT.  This was to be a COVENANT OF 
GRACE. 

 For while the Law was given through Moses, 
grace ( unearned, undeserved favor and 
spiritual blessing) and truth came through 
Jesus Christ. John 1:17 (AMP) 

 For Christ is the end of the law unto 
righteousness to every one that believeth. 
Romans 10:4 (ASV) 

 And the law came in besides, that the trespass 
might abound; but where sin abounded, grace 
did abound more exceedingly: Romans 5:20 
(ASV) 

 who saved us, and called us with a holy calling, 
not according to our works, but according to 
his own purpose and grace, which was given us 
in Christ Jesus before times eternal 2 Tim 1:9 
(ASV) 

 



CONTINUES 

 What the law could only demand under the 
OLD COVENANT, GRACE now performs in 
us under the NEW COVENANT. 

 But if it is by grace (His unmerited favor and 
graciousness), it is no longer conditioned on 
works or anything men have done. Otherwise, 
grace would no longer be grace [it would be 
meaningless]. Romans 11:6 (AMP) 

 Rom 11:6 says, “And if by grace ( which is 
GOD AT WORK IN US) then it is no more of 
works (WHICH IS OUR OWN SELF 
EFFORT) 

 



4 WHAT IS THE GRACE OF 
GOD? 

 Webster’s Dictionary: Unmerited, divine 
assistance given to man for his regeneration or 
sanctification. 

 Strong’s Concordance: The divine influence 
upon the heart and it’s reflection in the life. 

 Bill Gothard: An active force within us, giving 
us the desire and the power to do things God’s 
way 

 Vincent Valentyn: The power and the ability 
of God, seeking opportunity to be made 
manifest in us and through us in the power of 
the Holy Ghost. 

 Phil 2:13 (AMP) [Not in your own strength] 
for it is God Who is all the while effectually at 
work in you [energizing and creating in you the 
power and desire], both to will and to work for 
His good pleasure and satisfaction and delight.  
 

  



5 HOW DOES GOD’S GRACE 
AFFECT OUR LIVES? 

 We are saved by grace  

 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and 
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 
9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 
Eph 2:8-9 (KJV) (Also Tit 2:11; Rom 3:24; 5:2) 

 We are given grace to help us in the time 
of need 

 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne 
of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find 
grace to help in time of need. Heb 4:16 (KJV) 

 We are given supernatural gifts, 
abilities and ministries through the 
grace of God  

 Of this [Gospel] I was made a minister 
according to the gift of God's free grace 
(undeserved favor) which was bestowed on me 
by the exercise (the working in all its 
effectiveness) of His power. Eph 3:7 (AMP) 

 



EXAMPLES OF THE GRACE OF 
GOD AT WORK 

Ministry Reference 

Noah Genesis 6:8 

Jesus Luke 2:40 

Apostles Acts 4:33 

Believers Acts 11:23 

Paul 1 Corinthians 15:10 

Timothy 11 Timothy 2:1 

•How then will God’s grace help us to develop 
the character of Christ? 
•It is only by our proper response to God’s 
grace that we are able to grow in our 
development of the Character of Christ. 

•looking diligently over lest any one be failing 
of the grace of God, lest any root of bitterness 
springing up may give trouble, and through this 
many may be defiled; Heb 12:15 (YLT) 
 



HOW TO RESPOND TO GOD’S 
GRACE 

 There is a wrong response to grace. 

 Jude 1:4 

 (Also Heb 12:15, Rom 6:1, Gal 5:4, 2 
Cor 6:1, Heb 10:29 

 There is a right response to grace. 

 Gal 2:21 

 (Also 2 Tim 2:1, 1 Cor 15:10, 2 Cor 1:12) 

  Colossians 2:6 gives us a massive clue 

  We received Christ by GRACE through 
FAITH (Eph 2:8,9) 

 Grace is God’s helping power within 
us 

 Faith is our proper response to God’s 
help. 

 

 



LEARN TO RESPOND 
PROPERLY TO GOD 

 In every situation in life then, we are 
faced with the responsibility of 
responding in the right way to the 
grace of God. 

 If we respond in faith, God will help 
us and we will be able to do his will. 

 If we fail to respond properly, God is 
not able to help us and we will fail and 
His will, will not be accomplished. 

• Be careful that none of you fails to 
respond to grace of god, for if he does 
there can spring up in him a bitter 
spirit which can poison the lives of 
many others. (Heb 12:15  phillips) 



As we “fight the good fight of faith” 
and resist the devil and wage spiritual 
warfare in our walk with Christ, we 
will find our spiritual strength 
increasing as we gain victory after 
victory.  
 

 Pressures, stress, problems, hassles, 
temptations and trials can all work to 
make us stronger in the “inner man” 
or stronger in CHARACTER!  

Resisting and fighting these pressures 
is like the pressures of weights against 
physical muscles which gradually 
increases one’s strength and 
endurance! 

CONTINUE 



HOW CAN WE RECEIVE MORE 
GRACE? 

 Humble Ourselves  

 But he giveth more grace. Wherefore the scripture 
saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to 
the humble. James 4:6 (ASV) 

 Learn to Pray  

 31 And when they had prayed, the place was 
shaken wherein they were gathered together; and 
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they 
spake the word of God with boldness. 32 And the 
multitude of them that believed were of one heart 
and soul: and not one of them said that aught of 
the things which he possessed was his own; but 
they had all things common. 33 And with great 
power gave the apostles their witness of the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace 
was upon them all. Acts 4:31-33 (ASV) 

 Receive Grace during Trouble  

 16 Let us therefore draw near with boldness unto 
the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, 
and may find grace to help us in time of need. Heb 
4:16 (ASV) 

 



HOW CHARACTER IS FORMED 

SITUATIONS 

And be not fashioned according to this world: but be ye 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, and ye may 

prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of 

God. Romans 12:2 (ASV) 



HOW CHARACTER IS FORMED 

“And be ye not conformed to this world but be ye 

transformed by the renewing of your mind that ye may 

prove . . . the will of God” 

Romans 12:2 

RESISTING THE EXTERNAL PRESSURES OF THE 

WORLD AND ITS CULTURE DEVELOPS INTERNAL 

STRENGTH OF CHARACTER 



LEARNING TO RESPOND 
CORRECTLY TO GOD’S GRACE 

Situation Man’s way  
(Re-act) 

God’s way 
(Respond) 

Someone offends 
you. 

Get angry (lose 
temper)  
Get bitter 
Get even (revenge) 

Pray for them 
Forgive them 
Do good to them 
Speak to them 

Faced with a 
seemingly 
impossible pressure 
situation. 

Run from the 
problem (escapism) 
Give up (faint) 
Murmur & 
Complain 
Blame others 
 

Pray 
Confess weakness-
ask for help 
Praise & give thanks 
Wait 
 

Tempted to sin Dwell on it 
(thoughts etc) 
Give in. 

Pray 
Worship God 
Read & quote the 
word 
Get active for God 
 

A crisis occurs Hysteria 
Attempt to work it 
out. (own strength) 
Give up 
Get bitter 

Call out on God 
Call for help 


